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A Note To Group Leaders:
Keep in mind the goal of every meeting is to create meaningful conversation and connection.

Feel free to choose a few questions for discussion and adjust questions as needed.

The Setup

When the marketers of M&Ms came up with, “They melt in your mouth, not in your hand’ they
developed one of the most recognizable product tag lines in modern history. However, anyone who
has grabbed a big handful of M&Ms knows, if you hold on to the M&Ms too tightly or for too long, you
will end up with a big, melted mess. And so it is with what God entrusts to us. Through God’s eternal
grace, we’re given everything we need. There may not seem like much in our hand and we may
question how what’s there will really satisfy our wants, but our all-knowing God always meets our
needs. And God doesn’t stop there. In meeting our needs, He often gives to us to help others and in
so doing stretch our faith in Him.

In this look at Second Corinthians 8:1-6, you’ll learn about the believers in Macedonia and what
happened as they used what God had given them. Macedonia was impoverished Roman province in
the northern parts of Greece. They were ravaged by war, famine and constant theft by Roman
authorities. In spite of their beleaguered circumstances, Paul uses their example to show how our joy
can rise above the pain of present conditions through our devotion to the Lord.

What M&Ms are in your hands? How can you use them to do the most good for God?

Thought Starters

How would you define generosity? What makes it difficult to be generous?

What was the most generous thing anyone has ever done for you? What happened and
what impact did it have on you?

Have you ever been generous to someone else? Explain.

Questions For Reflection

Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-6, then reread 8:1 for these first questions

How would you define “the grace of God?”

What role does God’s grace play in generosity and couldn’t someone be generous
without God’s grace? Why is it important, especially in the situation you see here with
the believers in Macedonia?

Reflecting Generosity
Bottom Line : God gives us good things so we can in turn give to

others.

Key Scripture : 2 Corinthians 8:1-6
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Read 2 Corinthians 8:2 | In this verse, three words stand out – abundance, poverty and
liberality. The Macedonians seemed to live in abundant poverty and abundant generosity at
the same time. Not only that, but they were overflowing with joy.

How would you explain the Macedonians’ situation? How does Paul explain it in verses 1
and 2?

Why is it difficult to give to others in the midst of our own deficit?

When have you had to sacrifice something for the sake of others? What happened?

Application In Your Life

Read 2 Corinthians 8:3-5 | Paul highlights in these verses three basics around what God
desires from us in giving freely from our heart.

1. Before anything, first give yourself to the Lord and His will

Why does generosity need to begin with God?

What expectations does God place on mankind when it comes to generosity?

What steps will you take this week to make sure you start with God?

2. Give according to and beyond your ability (see also Luke 6:38 and Mark 12:41-44)

Why is it important to start with our abilities? What are all of the abilities you have
that you could “give?” Make a list.

What abilities did Jesus Christ have as God’s Son? What abilities did He have here
on Earth?

How did Jesus use what He had in service of others? What example do you take
away for your life?

3. Progressively give of your own Planning, Percentage and Priority

Planning: In your regular monthly planning, give yourself to the Lord and His Will
and determine how you can best utilize your time, talents and treasures.

Percentage:  Set a fixed percentage of the time or dollars you’ll give away in the
coming year and stick to it.

Priority: Make sure you are giving your best, or “first-fruits” to doing God’s Will.

Progressive:  Every year, take time to pray, celebrate the life change God has
brought about through your actions and reexamine each of the first three Ps.
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Something To Do Before The Next Group Meeting

!    Read the rest of 2 Corinthians 8:7-9:15 on the example of generosity in the early
church. After you read, take 10 to 15 minutes and write in a journal or just think
through the following thoughts and questions.

• What abilities and/or resources are you holding onto that could benefit
others? Time? Money? Certain skills, knowledge or dreams?

• Why are you holding onto them? Fear? Being exposed?
• What can God do to help you release control of these things and put this part

of your life into service for others?

"    Give away 24 dollars in 24 hours. It may not seem like a lot, but the point here isn’t
the amount. The idea is to experience what happens when you open your eyes to
opportunities around you. Not sure what to do? Below are some ideas to get you
going. Be sure to write about what happens and share it with the group the next time
you get together.

• What would happen if you gave a $6 gift card to four random people or a $24
gas card to a single mom?

• What if your group collected $24 from everyone and gave it to two charities
God laid on the group’s heart?

• What if you give $1 to the next 24 people you see?
• What if you spent $24 on bottled water and handed them out to the next 24

people you see?

!    Read Luke 14:25-35. After you read, take 10 to 15 minutes and write in a journal or
just think through the following thoughts and questions.

• Why does Jesus want anyone who follows Him to first “count the cost?” Why
does Jesus then set the cost of discipleship so high?

• What have you given up to follow Him? If you were to “take an inventory” of
your life, what would you be willing to lose for Him? What would you be most
afraid He’d ask you to part with?

!    Read 1 Chronicles 29:11-12, and then Psalm 145:16. After you read, take 10 to 15
minutes and write in a journal or just think through the following thoughts and
questions.

• Why is it important to recognize God owns and controls everything? How can
this thought be freeing?

• Why is it important to realize that God controls and uses even difficult
circumstances for good in the life of a godly person? How does this
perspective impact you today?


