Reflecting Reconciliation

Bottom Line: Our loyalty in this world lies with the Kingdom of God
because weOve been reconciled to Him through a nev
life in Jesus Christ.

Key Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21

A Note To Group Leaders:
Keep in mind the goal of every meeting is to create meaningful conversation and connection.
Feel free to choose a few questions for discussion and adjust questions as needed.

The Setup

In 2 Corinthians 5: 14-21, Paul lays out one of the most important statements of the Gospel_
in the New Testament. His words tell everyone, everywhere and for all time that with ChristOs
resurrection from the dead, the human race was reconciled to God and gained a new
beginning.

It sounds simple. And yet, man often forgets GodOs grace in Christ and continues the
struggle with spiritual appearances and religious performances as ways to reconcile with
God. Many ministries are built on what we should do versus what Jesus has already done.
In these verses, however, Paul clearly tells us that the only thing God wants from us is our
unwavering faith in the life and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ and to reflect that act of
reconciliation to others.

Thought Starters

How would you define reconciliation? Give some examples of some things you
reconcile on a daily basis.

Describe the most extreme act of forgiveness youOve ever witnessed or experienced.

Questions For Reflection
Read 2 Corinthians 5:14

When Paul says, Othe love of Christ compels us,O (NIV) he is referring to ChristOs love
as something that pressures him to action or holds him to his task whatever others
think or say. Have you experienced a time when you felt God compelling you to action
in a similar way? Explain.

Read 2 Corinthians 5:15-16 (See also Romans 6:3-7)

Do you truly believe Christ died for everyone who has ever lived so that all could be
reconciled to God? Why or why not?

When Paul says, Ofrom now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view,0 (NIV)
what is he talking about? Is it realistic?



Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 (See also John 3:1-15)

What does it mean to be Gn Christ,O and how do you get i@ Christ?0

What does it mean to be a new creation? Is there anything you need to OdoO to become
new creation?

When you become a new creation in Christ, what happens to the old in your life? How
might God use the old in sharing the new with others?

Application In Your Life

There are two main points to take away from Paul®s word for your daily walk in Christ.

1. Be Reconciled To God | Read 2 Corinthians 5:18-19, 21

When you are reconciled to God through Christ, your relationship with God changes,
your relationship to the world changes and the things that control your everyday
actions change. Instead of living under the control and pressures of this world
(addiction, indebtedness and guilt due to unresolved hurt from the past), your life
should be compelled by God (grace, hope, love and healing.) Mark on the line below
where you currently feel your life is most being controlled:

Not Sure Still Fully In Mostly In The Mostly In
The World WorldOs Control GodOs Contro

¥ If your mark is around @/ot Sure® orSdill Fully In The World,O find someone in
your small group or at the church to have a conversation and learn more about
what it means to have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

¥ If your mark is more around ™ostly In The World’s antrolf), what step(s) can you
take to shift the control each day over towards GodOs control?

¥ If your mark is more around ®ostly In God’s ControlO, what step(s) can you take
to keep God at the forefront of each day?

2. Reflect God’s Reconciliation To Others | Read 2 Corinthians 5:20
What is a ministry of reconciliation?

What does it mean to be an ambassador for Christ? Who is eligible?
Reference the above continuum in #1 and answer the following:
¥ How might a ministry of reconciliation look different to people at each of the

four different places?

¥ Is ministering to a person at one place more important than another?

¥ When is a follower of ChristOs ministry of reconciliation to others over?



Something To Do Before The Next Group Meeting

£2 Read Philippians 3:7-14 on PaulOsnternal conversion from his old self to his new self

in Christ. After reading, take 10 to 15 minutes and journal or meditate on the following
guestions:

¥ After PaulOs reconciliation to God through Christ, he counted all of his Jewish
religious credentials that once seemed OprofitO as worthless. Compared to the
glory in Christ, they were meaningless. What about you? Is there anything you
have given up for the sake of knowing Christ? Was it a circle of friends pulling
you away from God? Was it family harmony and understanding? How did the
OlossO feel to you? What does it mean for you in terms of your relationship with
Jesus?

¥ If Paul were sitting with you right now, he would want you to know this passage is
not just about loss, itOs also about gain. Take a minute and think about the phrase
Othat | may gain Christ and be found in HimO (verses 8-9). What does it mean for
you personally to gain Christ?

¥ Think back to the continuum in #1 above B how does today look with your
strength and confidence coming from the world? Coming from Christ?

£2 Read John 15:1-4. After reading, take 10 to 15 minutes and journal or meditate on
the following questions:

¥ What does this say to you about the old and the new?

¥ How does a gardener reconcile his plants to himself through pruning and
shaping?

¥ Is the gardenerOs process a necessary process for the vine? Why do we need to
sometimes go through pruning in our life as a part of our reconciliation to God?

¥ What are some times in your life God may have been pruning and reshaping you
as a part of His love for you and desire to see you grow into something new?

@ Watch Les Misérables by Victor Hugo (May, 1998.) This is a story of revenge and
redemption toward a reformed prisoner. As you watch, look for examples of grace and

mercy that showcase the ministry of reconciliation in Christ Paul defines to the
Corinthians. For discussion with others, try the following:

¥  Which characters needed reconciliation?
¥ Which characters showed the best example of grace toward others?

¥ Even though certain characters received reconciliation, what consequences did
he or she still face?

¥ Was anyone beyond grace or redemption? Explain.



